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Israel and U.S. at odds on Palestinian reform

By James Bennet
The New York Times

JERUSALEM: Since sending ground
forces into Palestinian-controlled ter-
ritory in late March after a Passover
suicide bombing, the Israeli govern-
ment has taken back full responsibility
for its own security along its eastern
boundary with the West Bank. In doing
50, it has all but abandoned a core ele-
ment of the frayed Oslo peace agree-
ment.

“We are taking again the responsibil-
ity for Israeli civilian life,” a senior Is-
racli military official said. “Its a very
important change in the sxmanon

The change, a fundamental shift in

the security relationship between Isra-
el and the governing Palestinian Au-
thority, has complicated the Bush ad-
ministration’s plan to press reform of
the mulnple Palestinian  security

 Preiident George W. Bush on Sunday
called again for Yasser Arafat, the Pal-
estinian leader, to implement reforms
and fight terrorism. The U.S. secretary
of state, Colin Powell, said on CNN that
he expected George Tenet, the director

of US. central intelligence, to arrive
here before the end of the week.

‘Tenet is charged with guiding the ef-
fort to consolidate about a dozen Pales-
tinian_security forces and increase
their discipline and accountability.

But some Israeli officials, arguing
that no reform is possible until Arafat is
replaced have resisted the plan to send
him her

Avisit by ‘Tenet would signal the Bush
administration’ pes  of restoring
some responsi for security to the
Palestinians, a move that could interfere
with the Israeli Army’s freedom to move
in the West Bank. Perhaps for that rea-
son, Arafat is also suddenly talking
about the need for security reform.

A central componem of the Oslo
agreement was that, by pol
militant groups, the Palestinian Au-
thority would assure Israel of its good
intentions and prove itself ready for
statehood. Israel would encourage such

8

behavior by ceding more and more
land to Palestinian control.

For now, the deal is off.

“By penetrating inside the Palestin-
ian cmes, we were able to say, ‘No
more,’” the senior Israeli military offi-
cial said. “We are not expecting you to
serve any more as the Israelis’ protect-
ors, so we're not in this game of giving
you something to pay for it.”

Palestinian officials say that Israel
reneged on the deal by not turning over
land on schedule and instead building
more settlements. They accuse Israel of
seeking to destroy the Oslo agreement
to prevent a Palestinian state from

See MIDEAST, Page 5

UPDATE

Christian Lutz/AP

Coulthard wins
Monaco Prix

After David Coulthard flew past
the pole sitter on the first corner
, he took a lead in the
Grand Prix that he never

inquished.

The 31-year-old Scot became the
first Formula One winner this sea-
son whose last name is not Schu-
macher. The Schumacher brothers
won all six previous races on the
circuit. Page 20
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Vatican suggests fewer papal trips

From news reports

ROME: With Pope John Paul 11 in-
creasingly frail, the Vatican suggested
Sunday for the first time that it might
have to cut back on the 82-year-old
pontiff’s future trips. They indicated
that planned visits to Mexico and Gua-
temala in July could be dropped.

The pope returned to Rome on Sun-
day from the 96th foreign tour of his
pontificate, a five-day trip to
Azerbaijan and Bulgaria.

John Paul will go to Toronto to mark
the Roman Catholic Church’s World
Youth Day, the Vatican spokesman, Joa-
quin Navarro-Valls, said. But Navarro

suggested that the Vatican was care-
fully evaluating whether the ailing
pope could handle lhe other stops on
the proposed 11-day

“Toronto is clear, Navarm said. “For
the others, we shall see. No decision
has been made yet. Everything that has
been confirmed is confirmed.”

But he added: “Something that has
been confirmed can be unconfirmed.”

Throughout his 23-year papacy, the
only trips postponed because of John
Paul'sill health were 21994 visit to New
York after the pontiff broke his leg and
a trip to Armenia in 1999 after he came
down with the flu.

Despite persistent questions about

Doomed jet broke in 4,
Taipei investigator says

By Peter S. Goodman

noon, taking off into clear skies free of

The Washington Post

TAIPEL: The China Airlines jet that
crashed into the Taiwan Strait on Sat-
urday carrying 225 people broke into
four pieces while still high in the sky, a
sudden and calamitous event of still
unknown cause, the lead Taiwan inves-
tigator said Sunday

“There an in-flight breakup
above SDODO fee( " or 9000 meters,
said the investigator, Kay Yong, the
managing director of Taiwan's Aviation
Safety Council. “We are very positive
about this.” He said that military radar
clearly showed the four pieces.

For a second day, rescue trews boats
battled choppy seas northeast of the
Penghu Islands, about 30 miles (50 ki-
lometers) west of Taiwan, breathing in
jet-oil fumes and navigating swells
reaching nearly 3 meters in height.
They had pulled in 83 bodies by night-
fall, according to local television re-
ports. There were no survivors.

‘The crews had not retrieved the air-
plane’s “black boxes,” or data record-
ers, which could provide critical clues
as to what happened.

‘With facts scarce, speculation of the

tragedy’s cause continued, much of
involving the possibility of some sort of
explosion.

The Boeing 747-200, bound for Hong
Kong, left Taipei on Saturday after-

Officials were struck by the absence
of distress signals from the cockpit be-
fore the plane went down, suggesting
that, whatever caused the crash, it
happened in a flash. That impression
was reinforced Sunday with the release
of atranscript of the pilots’ conversation
with the air traffic control tower: There
was no mention of any difficulties.

James Chang, a China Airlines vice
president, said, “At such a high altitude,
35000 feet, to have something go
wrong and the pilot didn't even have
time to send a distress signal, now
that's a bjg question mark.”

Suspicions of an explosxon surraced
shortly after the crash when.
the west coast of Taiwan, 80 kllometers
from the crash site, found debris from
the plane scattered in their rice fields.
Among the items were immigration
forms and luggage claim stickers bear-
ing the letters “CIGIL," the number of
the doomed flight, and an apparently
blood-stained China Airlines seat cov-
er. A fishermen told a Taiwan televi-
sion news station that he had heard
what had sounded like an explosion

Taiwan Defense Ministry officials
sought to undercut a theory that a stray
missile or rocket had taken down the
plane, saying that no live ammunition

See CRASH, Page 8

the pope’s ailing health and flagging
strength, the Vatican had insisted as re-
cently as Saturday that no changes
would be made to his travel schedule.
Underscoring how sensitive the issue
is, Navarro issued a statement later
Sunday stressing that no decision on
the Mexico and Guatemala legs had
been made.

Winding up a taxing four-day Bul-
garia trip Sunday with an outdoor Mass
in the southern city of Plovdiv, the pope
sat slumped in a white chair on the al-
tar, looking feeble. His hands trembled

his voice was heavily slurred,

See PONTIFF, Page 8

Bush, in Paris, tells
Pakistan to block
raids in Kashmir

By Dana Milbank
The Washington Post

PARIS: President George W. Bush on
Sundzy urged Pakistan's president to
“show results” in stopping incursions
into Indian-controlled Kashmir, after
Pakistan launched anmher test missile
and tensions remained tween
the two nuclear powers.

Bush's warning came at a press con-
ference with President Jacques Chirac
at the Elysee Palace in Paris as Bushar-
rived in France, the third of four coun-
tries he is visiting in a weeklong Euro-
pean tour. Bush mentioned the feuding
South Asian countries’ nuclear poten-
tial :md called the situation “danger-
ous.” He said Pakistan’s missile testing,
about which the United States had ad-
vance notification, was less important
than Pakistan’s actions in Kashmir.

“I'm more concerned about making
lent Pervez Musharraf
in_terms of stopping
people from crossing the Line of Con-
trol, stopping terrorism,” Bush said.
“That's what's more important than the
missile testing, is that he perform.”

Asked if American troops in the re-
gion were in danger, Bush said, “I
would certainly hope not.” Aides later
said American troops were in other
parts of the region than the disputed
territory.

Earlier Sunday, before he left St.
Petersburg, Bush spoke of “the danger
of aserious conflict” between the bitter
foes. “I think that any time you have
countries with nuclear arms, that a ten-
sion, serious tension is dangerous. And
it's hard for me to measure the degree
of tension.”

Pakistan announced that it conduc-
ted a test of a short-range missile, capa-
ble of hitting border regions in India.
The launch, despite calls for Pakistan
to stop, came after Saturday’s test of a
missile capable of carrying a nuclear
weapon 1,440 kilometers (900 miles).

The president also elaborated at his
press conference on his assertion in
Moscow that he had made progress
with President Vladimir Putin over
Russia’s help to Iran with a nuclear
power plant. The Bush administration
called it the most significant danger of
nuclear proliferation, while Putin said
it was no danger.

Bush said Sunday that Putin was
convinced the reactor “will not lead to
the spread of technologies that will en-
able Iran to develop weapons of mass
destruction, and is willing to allow for
international inspection teams to de-
termine whether that’s true or not.”

A senior aide said later that Russia
had merely mentioned to Bush the pos-
sibility of inspectors at the Iran facility
and that the proposal had not come
from Iran.

U.S.-French gentility marks
Bush’s stopover. Page 8

Agence France-Presse
Pakistan tested this medium-range
Ghaury missile Saturday and a shorter-
nn ged missile ledz I’:J

S ia, said the
|nfllmllon of lslanm mlll(.‘mh into
Kashmir had stopped.  Page 6

Another ndmmlslranon official,
briefing reporters, lea had not
yet been brought to lran and called it
merely one “idea that's on the table,
This is something that we're discuss-
ing, among other things.”

‘Asked whether such an arrangement
could be similar to the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s oversight at
the American-assisted reactor in North
Korea, the official said, “There are
ideas and ways to approach this that
are being discussed.”

Bush, asked about Putin’s assertion
that his government’s help to Iran was
no different from American help with a
civilian nuclear reactor in North Korea,
said, “We're thinking about what he
told us.”

Bush pronounced himself jet-lagged
and seemed tired and out of sorts as he
held the brief press conference with
Chirac in the palace’s vast hall hung
with tapestries, gilded chandeliers and
red curtains and overlooking gardens.

See BUSH, Page 8

NEW _YORK:
magazine editors came
from all over the world
to a conference room in

Forty

editor in chief of the
American version of
Cosmopolitan. In their
world, she is a demigod-
dess, the editor of a
mothership with a cir-
culation of 2.8 million.

Power Point slide No.
9 clicked into place:
“What's Hot Now: Beef-
cake.”

White paused so that

For Cosmo lt S sex and the world

the women, all of whom
edit international ver-
sions of Cosmo, coul
absorb the deep implications of the
trend, along with the impressive
nearly naked male on the screen.

Each of the editors is intent on
bringing Cosmo's tangy fusion of sex
and empowerment to their home-
lands, and Hearst Magazines Interna-
tional is, more than ever, happy to
help.

Women waiting for a chance to be the “fun, fearless fe

le” on the cover of C

with plans to expand. Hemmed in by
soaring costs and declining reader-
ship at home, American publishers
such as Hearst are feeling a growing
urgency to tap into the aspirations of
women all over the world to conquer
unanticipated markets.

With a formula almost as closely
guarded as CocrCola's — there is a

circulation to 8.2 million worldwide,
even extending its brand to places
where readers have to hide the
magazine from their husbands. After
adding nine editions in the past two
years, Cosmo will soon publish in 50
countries, including the recently
opened Latvian edition and a Ka-

Despite  abundan
abroad sbout Ametican cultural he-
gemony, Hearst is charging ahead

secret 50-page
Cosmopolitan, Hearst’s naughty girl-
friend of a magazine, has increased its

zakhstan Cosmo that makes its debut
i The magazine now

)

See COSMOPOLITAN, Page 9
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A magical mind may unlock
the mystery of memory

By Stephanie Holmes
Reuters

LUGO DI RAVENNA: Gianni Golfera
can remember his first flight as though it
were yesterday, the color of the plane,
the radio messages, sitting on his moth-
er's knee. He was only six months old.

Gifted with a startlingly accurate
memory, 24-year-old Golfera spent his
adolescence training his mind and,
despite never seeking the limelight, his
skill has seen him perform under televi-
sion spotlights and grace countless mag-
azine covers.

“l can remember the names of 100
people just introduced to me, a string of
15,000 numbers and recite a speech
that I've just'heard,” he told Reuters,
wearing one of his seven identical trade-
mark black suits.

Scientists have latched onto his filmic
mind, hoping it will reveal the secrets of
the memory gene, and thereby get one
step closer to managing memory-loss dis-
eases like Alzheimer's. Yet for
researchers, the really remarkable thing
about this dark-haired man from a sleepy
town in northern ltaly, is that his ability to
access huge tomes of recorded informa-
tion is also shared by his father and
grandfather.

All three are pilots who leave inflight
maps and manuals at home and remain
slightly bemused by everyone else’s sur-
prise at their talents.

“Our family philosophy is not to con-
sider ourselves a phenomenon,” said
Gianni's father, 45-year-old Andrea
Golfera. “We might be pilots, but we
keep our feet firmly on the ground.”

Reséarchers however are already flying
high at the prospect of being able to
study the brains of three generations with
the rare gift of photographic memory.

“l am convinced there is a genetic com-
ponent. By studying these more evolved
memories we will be able to identify
the genes that are involved in memory,”
said neuroscientist Antonio Malgaroli of
Milan’s San Raffaele institute.

Golfera is excited by the research,
hoping that perhaps it will allow him to
be remembered into the future.

“I'll be delighted for them to do all the
tests they like on me. | hope that by
studying my- DNA they will discover a
key that | cannot find myself,” he said.

The DNA in genes transcribes the
recipe for proteins which make every-
thing from muscle tissue to brain
synapses.

A deeper understanding of the genes
that govern memory — its acquisition,
development and loss — could open the
door to understanding how we recall
and forget, why we remember and
where memories are stored.

“Our goal is to map the changes that
occur when the brain remembers, once
we have identified the molecule
involved, the mechanism at the level of
proteins coded by DNA, we can search
for it in the Golfera family,” Malgaroli
said.

. The Golferas always took their recall
ability for granted. “When you remem-
ber, it's something 100 percent natural.
It is only when you realize that other
people don't do the same that you real-
ize it is something special,” explained
Andrea.

Grandfather Bartolomeo, 82, was a
star pilot during World War Two whose
lightning memory put him ahead of the
enemy.

The youngest Golfera grew up fascinat-
ed by how quickly everyone around him
forgot, whilst he continued to remember.

Vestiges of his childhood still linger in
his adult life — such as his continued
belief in mythical figures like Santa Claus.
“It is like 1 was told yesterday and | have
no reason to disbelieve,” he said.

Golfera was never top of the class,
infuriating teachers at school by refusing
to take notes. Instead, he set about
translating from Latin a Renaissance
Italian text by Giordano Bruno on the
art of memory, memorizing all the
books that Bruno would have read in
the process and developing his own
technique.

“Every idea has a cognitive weight, to
remember you have to make things
weightless by translating them into a
picture,” Golfera said. “Then you associ-
ate images and chain all the ideas
together so they interact.”

When the mind remembers, electrical
impulses pass through the brain, like
switching on light bulbs. The more
emotion and sensory stimulation is
involved in the experience, the more
light bulbs are illuminated and the more
vivid the memory.

Golfera developed his own method
which enhances the way the brain natu-
rally processes information — linking
sounds, colors, emotions and tastes to
ideas, numbers and objects. To help him,
Colfera has memorized thousands of
familiar places and it is in these virtual
rooms that he stores memories.

“Memory is a problem of order, not
space. You have to know where to look
for what you have remembered.”

Malgaroli agrees. “The memory sys-
tem is an infinite container,” he said.
“What you remember is not stored in a
very precise way, it is continually being
re-organized.”

Yet there is a darker side to having a
limitless memory.

“l have problems conceiving of time
and space because all my memories are
instantly available to me,” Gianni said.
“Death is a strange concept to me
because my memories don't fade, when
people die for me it is as if they just
changed address.”

And forget about indulging in rosy-
hued remembrances of nostalgia.
Golfera remembers the good, the bad
and the ugly with equal force.

“I'd like to be able to manage my
memories and control my dreams,” he
said. “I think of the mind as a parallel
universe and mine just keeps on
expanding, | doubt I'll ever fill it.”

27/05/2002






