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Former British Olympic skier inherits £3bn

A FORMER British Olympic skier
who co-starred in the epic film Law-
rence of Arabia has now become one
of the richest people in Britain with
a family fortune of £3 billion.
Michel de Carvalho, a banker with
homes in London and Hampshire,
must have thought he had had it all
in his carly life. As a boy he ap-
peared in Hollywood films. A:
young man he represented Britain ot
three Winter Olympics before forg-
ing a high-fying carcer in the City.
Now he has found even greater for-
tune: he and his wife Charlene have
rocketed almost to the top of The

Sunday Times Rich List after inherit-
ing a £2.96 billion stake in the Dutch
brewer Heincken earlier this year.
‘The highest new entrants in the
14-year history of the survey, the
little-known de Carvalhos find them-
selves in the company of the Duke
of Westminster, who heads _this
year's list with £4.7 billion, Lord
Sainsbury and his family, worth £3
billion, and Bemie Ecclestone, the
son of a trawlerman who has made
£2.9 billion from motor racing.
Charlene de Carvalho is the only
child of the Dutch brewing magnatc
Freddie Heineken. He died in Jan-

uary leaving her his stake in the busi-
ness. It makes the de Carvalhos the
fourth richest people in the country.
A talented athlete from an carly
age, Michel de Carvalho, son of a
Brazilian father and an English
mother, broke into Hollywood when
a friend of his parents was looking
for a boy who could ski to ppesr n
a film. He went on to appear
eral films in the 19508 and 19605,
playing opposite stars such as Henry
Fonda and, in the epic Lawrence of
Arabia, Peter O’ Toole.
“I remember sitting on the set and
thinking, T have a bizarre life. What

Alastair McCall

am I doing here,” said de Carvalho.
“Lawrence was an I8-month
project; it set me back years in my
studies

He stopped acting, won a place at
Harvard and began o study bu
ness. His interest in skiing persisted
and he was fast enough to make the
British Olympic team in 1968. In the
Olympics of 1972 and 1976 he repre-
sented Britain in the luge — a sport
he described as one where you “sit
on a tin tray and pray” as you hurtle

down an icy track. He later became a
multi-millionaire from a career as a
banker in the City, where he is now
vice-chairman of Schroder Salomon
Smith Barmey. He remain: oo
and a keen cyclist, and this summer
will compete in his 9th one-day ama-
teur Tour de France.

His wife, born into a wealthy fam-
ily, was kept out of the public eye
while her father enjoyed a life of fast
cars and beautiful women. But she
found her comfortable existence
turned upside-down nine days after
she married de Carvalho, Her father
Freddie, the driving force behind

Heineken, was kidnapped. After hi
relea: became more reclusive
and his daughter and de Carvalho
took on greater roles in the business.
The couple, who have five children,
control about 50% of the business.
‘Their wealth puts them in a select
group: there are 21 billionaires in
Britain, according to this year's Rich
List, down from 26 in 2000. In
Europe there are 50 people with for-
tuges nr more than £2 billion
y has re-established itself
wa k(.y rcpomory of wealth, with
four of this year's super-rich owning
vast swathes of London. But the

dominance of the south-east _has
waned slightly: for the first
fewer than half the entrics in the |
come from the region.

The de Carvalhos
their ascent to the upper echelons of
the rich as an obligation rather than a
means to luxurious living. eel
we have a family heirloom,” said de
Carvalho. “The reason we are work-
ing and taking our responsibilities as
seriously as we are is (o hand over to
the next generation.”

Lager heirs refreshed by
£3 billion fortune, page S

Shop giant
pays Blair’s
top fixer
£100,000

Nicholas Rufford
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LORD LEVY, one of Tony Blair’
closest and most trusted "political
has been paid £100,000 by

an Australian property giant seek-

ing planning permission to develop

shopping malls across Britain.

The payment, made to Levy in
January, came from Westfield, one
of the argest retail develop-
ers which is attempting 1o push
through plans to expand seven
inner-ity shopping cenirs in this
country.

Levy's retainer threatens to spark

a new “cash for access” row in the
Commons, Peter Allen, the head of
Westfield's UK arm, confirmed he
had to senior_government
figures. “I'm_developing relation-
ships with minister 1
have been to different Labour party
events at Dovwning Street.”

Le 0 has no obvious expe
jise-in developing shopping malls,
has not revealed the payment in the
register of Lords’ interests —
though he does declare his owner-
ship of Wireart, the company that
received the money

Norman Baker, e Liberal Demmo-

Aid

crat MP for Lewes, n Blair
to sack Levy as hi Special envoy.
“It appears that Lord Levy has

been trading on his status as the
prime minister’s friend,” he said. “It
is hard to believe that a former
music promoter could command
such a fee for that type of work
forany other reason.

former impresario whose
discoveries include Alvin Stardust

i
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and Chris Rea, has come to
prominence as Labour's chief fund-
raiser, pulling in donors such as
Bemnie Ecclestone, the Formula One
boss who donated £Im, and
Lakshmi Mittal, the Asian steel
billionaire.

Westfield’s £100,000 payment to
Levy — thought to be one of several
— was for six months’ consultancy
work, ending in June this year. He
had been a consultant “for two or
three years”, according to Westfield.

“He [Levy] was retained by an
reported to our corporate head office
in Sydney to advise on the UK retail
market, t0 flesh out the shape of that
market and o identify business
opportunites that might suit West-
field’s scale of operation:

“The company opened offices fa
London four years ago. Through
takeovers, it has built orth
about £500m and is now among Brit-
ain’s biggest retail operators.

Last month, Westfield representa-
tives met Lord Falconer, minister for
housing, planning and regeneration,
who toured the company's shopping
centre in Swindon, which has been
carmarked by the government for
urban regencration. Ministers have
the ultimate say in deciding plan-
ning issues and can overrule local
objections.

Westfield has a reputation_for
winning political friends by making
donations and hosting ~dazzling
parties in America and Australia,
where it is well established. L
week, it made no secret of the fact
that it was secking political infl
ence in Britain.

“We have spent a long time work-

ing with local authorities and central
government in terms of building
and developing relationships, which
should bode well in eting pianning
permission,” sai

“I'm _developing ruluuunxhlpx
with ministers_ within
[Department of Trade and Indumv]

Last respects: a queue three miles long built up yesterday as an estimated 50,000 people waited to file past the coffin of the Queen Mother at Westminster Hall in London

THE QUEEN Mother once imper-
sonated the comedian AliGby alick-

her fingers and offering_her
“respee” to the Queen, Princes Wil-
liam and Harry have revealed.

The glimpse of the Queen
Mother's youthful spirit and sense of
mischief occurred as tens of thou-
sands of people queued for as long
as seven hours in spring sunshine to
pay their r offin in
Westmins midday,

pects by her
r Hall.” At

50,000 people were estimated to be
waiting in a threc-mile queue
In their tribute, the princes re-
called fondly how their fun-loving
great-grandmother used to make the
family howl with laughter.
“She loved a good laugh
joke was about her,

Christopher Morgan

the incident at the end of Christmas
lunch at Sandringham a couple of
ears ago when the Queen Mother
did her impersonation of Ali G, the
spoof rap star from Staines played
by Sacha Baron Cohen.

In the momning, the two princes
had been watching the comedian —
who once delivered Channel 4s

Christmas Day altemative to the
Queen’s message — when she
entered the room and asked them
why they were lghing
he saw Ali G click his fingers
i 2 ay and Harry and 1
Showied hes wiat 10 4o, ShETved
and after three goes she had it. Later
that day, we were all in the dining
room, _having Christmas lunch,
when she tried it out.”

In the interview on Friday, Prince

“It was at the end of
e stood up and said:
Ddrl\ng. o s W
respec,” and clicked her fingers.”
According to the two princes the
whole royal family, including the
Queen, burst out laughing.
Westminster Hall was due to reo-
pen at 8am today and stay open until
6am tomorrow, reopening two hours
later. Some 130,000 people arc
expected to file past the coffin.

Harry recalld:
the

A grenade bounces near me and I think: Not again’

THE first I saw of the grenade was a
bouncing cylinder 2ft to my right. I
had spotted two Israeli Jeeps racing
towards me, but at the sight of the
grenade, T thought: “This cannot be
‘happen
A e —
by shrapnel from a grenade and lost
the ightinmy left eye This was my
rstassignment in a war zone since [
retumed {0 work in January
Inever saw the grenade that hit me
last year. I was attacked by the Sri

“ontinued on page 5

Lankan army in the dead of night as

T tried to walk out of Tamil-control-
led territory from which journalists
had been banned

ournalists are also banned from
Ramallah, but 1 believed Tsacli S0l
diers were disciplined enough {0
understand that we are not military
argets. 1 was wrong. The Israelis

re-occupied.

As the Jeeps pulled up, some of
the journalists with me outside the
compound of Yasser Arafat, the Pal-

Marie Colvin
Ramallah

estinian leader, scattered. Soldiers
stood up through openings in the
roofs. They gave no warning before
they lobbed grenades at us. By the
time the second exploded I realised
they were stun grenades and con-

A bitter taste for vengeance,
pages 12 and 13

tained no shrapnel. As I raced for the
armoured car in which I had arrived,
more followed. Two hit a CNN TV
crew on the feet. An ABC camera-
man was struck on the calf.

Now megaphones in the Isracli
Jeeps came to life. out! Get
out!” shouted someone inside. The
Jeeps advanced, a rifle barrel pro-
truded from a passenger door and a
soldier fired. Two rubber-coated bul-
lets smashed into the CNN car's
wing racking the reinforced
glass at the point where the crew had

taped “TV”
the _Israli
inside.

The army claimed later that jour-
nalists had tried to force their way
into Arafat’s compound. I was there.
A group of us were on a banal mis-
sion, awaiting the arrival of an Amer-
ican envoy, when we were fired on.
One can only imagine what happens
to Palestinian civilians without the
protection of a foreign passport,
away from the gaze of international
cameras,

huge letters to wam
at journalists were
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Italy’s Signor Memory
could hold key to Alzheimer’s

HE CAN REMEMBER
EVERY ITALIAN GOVERNMENT
OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS )

John Follain
Rome

memory skills. The other half
is due to a memory system
and lots of practice.”
Golfera demonstrated his
talent at a university lecture
in Milan last week. He was
given a 48-digit number,

GOOD memories run in
Gianni Golfera’s family. His
grandfather knows some of
the works of Ariosto and
Petrarch, the Italian poets, by
heart. His father, a pilot, flies
without the help of charts and
does complicated mathemati-
cal calculations in his head.
Golfera, 24, who started to
speak at six months, realised

studied it for less than three
minutes and was then able
to repeat it from memory.
Challenged by students he
was also able to identify a
given digit’s place in the
sequence.

His memory technique in-
volves thinking of a word or
number as a picture. He links
the pictures by making them

as a very young child that he
could remember events that
adults had forgotten.

Over the years he has
learnt the contents of 261
books, including all the main
philosophical treatises dating
from ancient times to the Ital-
ian renaissance.

Last week Italian scientists
announced that they are to

interact and stores the result-
ing image in one of 100
“rooms” in a house that he
has created in his mind. This,
he says, allows him to feel as if
he has lived through whole
chapters of a book.

Scientists believe that mem-
ory will improve with train-
ing, just as working out
strengthens the physique.
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study the DNA of Golfera, his
father and grandfather in an
attempt to isolate genes for
memory. They hope to dis-
cover why certain people suf-
fer from memory loss and ulti-
mately to develop a treatment
for Alzheimer’s disease.
Golfera said: “My personal
hunch is that genetics ac-
counts for about half of my

“Brains are like muscles:
the more you exercise them,
the more they develop,” said
Antonio Malgaroli, a profes-
sor of physiology who will
analyse the Golfera DNA.

“Golfera’s family is pretty
much unique because they all
have a memory that is above
average by far. So there could
very well be a genetic link.”





